Table of Contents

Introduction . ... ... .. 3
Meeting Standards . . .. ... .. .. . . 6
Answer Sheets . . ... . 7
Paired Passages
Unit1  Nonfiction: The LastMan. . . ... ... . . e 8
Fiction: APace TOO SIOW . . . ...ttt ettt e e 9
Unit2 Nonfiction: Flying Poison. . ... ... ... e 12
Fiction: The Bitter Bird . . . .. ... 13
Unit 3  Nonfiction: A Genuine Hoax ........... .. i 16
Fiction: The Counterfeit Painting . .. ......... ... . . . 17
Unit4 Nonfiction: Tothe Pole. .. ... ... ... . . . e 20
Fiction: FromWhere We're GOINg . . . . ...ttt e e 21
Unit5 Nonfiction: A Short History oftheMatch . ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .. ..... 24
Fiction: A Native-AmericanFireTale .. ........ ... ... . . . . . . . ... 25
Unit6 Nonfiction: The Road with Two-Humped Camels. . ......................... 28
Fiction: Worth ltsWeightin Gold . . . . ... ... . . .. 29
Unit 7  Nonfiction: The Escape Artist . ... ... . s 32
Fiction: The Charlatan . . .. .......... . . . . e i 33
Unit8 Nonfiction: No Singing BirdsandDogs........... ... ... . . ... 36
Fiction: Unusual Canine Occupations . . ... ... ... ... 37
Unit9 Nonfiction: Canada's PeculiarTrees ...... ... ... 40
Fiction: CanadaTrivia . ... ........ et 41
Unit 10 Nonfiction: One-Handed Rescue. .. ....... ... ... . i, 44
Fiction: Whenthe Goal Is Survival. . . ............... ... ... ... .. . . .. 45
Unit 11 Nonfiction: New Communication Forms ......... ... ... ... ... . . . .. 48
Fiction: SUCCOK. . . o e e e e e 49
Unit 12 Nonfiction: The Disliked Hat . ........ ... ... . . . . . i i 52
Fiction: Her Own Personal Style .. ... ... ... .. . i 53
Unit 13 Nonfiction: A Different Typeof Bank ...... ... ... ... .. .. . . . .. 56
Fiction: TheVehicleof Life. ... ... .. ... . . . . . e 57
Unit 14 Nonfiction: Two Early Motorcycle Racers. . ... . i i 60
Fiction: Hog Ride. . . ... ... . e 61
Unit 15 Nonfiction: A Social Mob . . . ... . . . 64
Fiction: Babysitting Like a Meerkat . ........ ... .. ... .. ... . . . . . 65
Unit 16 Nonfiction: A New Type of Swimsuit . ........ ... ... .. . . . .. 68
Fiction: Breakingthe World Record . ... ... ... ... . . . . i, 69
Unit 17 Nonfiction: The World's LargestFlat . . .......... ... ... ... .. .. . ... . .. ... 72
Fiction: LetterfromLa Paz. .......... . . . . . . i 73
Unit 18 Nonfiction: Murphy's Law . . ... .. . 76
Fiction: AWrongThatWas Right. . .......... ... . ... . . . . . .. 77

#2917 Paired Passages 2 ©Teacher Created Resources, Inc.



Table of Contents o)

Unit 19 Nonfiction: Found, but Position Secret. . . ...... ... ... .. . . .. . ... 80
Fiction: The Avian Beast . .. ... ... . e 81
Unit 20 Nonfiction: A Problem that Makes People Angry . ........ ... ... ... . . .. ..... 84
Fiction: ConuNArUuMS . . . ..ottt e e e e e 85
Unit 21 Nonfiction: A Historic Handshake .......... ... . ... ... . . . . . . . . . . ..., 88
Fiction: Chunneldournal .. ......... . .. . . . e 89
Unit 22 Nonfiction: The Man Who Preserved Blood. . . ............ ... ... .......... 92
Fiction: One, TWo, or Three . . ... ... e 93
Unit 23 Nonfiction: What Stopped Columbus. . .......... ... .. . 96
Fiction: The Only Reptile witha Shell ........... ... ... ... . . .. ... ... ..... 97
Unit 24 Nonfiction: Where VotingIsthelaw ......... ... ... ... ... . . .. ... 100
Fiction: The Scam . . ... ... i e e e e 101
Unit 25 Nonfiction: The Blue Men . ... ... . . . . e 104
Fiction: My Dream Career . . . ... . e e 105
Bibliography . . . .. ... 108
ANsWer Key . . . ... 110

Introduction

After it took doctors two weeks to remove more than 200 wooden splinters
from Boyd'’s body, he became known as “Slivers.”
* % kX * *

“My aunt and uncle just bought some new hogs, and I’ll ride on the back of one of them.”

If a student read either one of these statements out of context, the student might have a difficult
time knowing which statement was fiction and which one was nonfiction. In addition, the
student would have no idea how the two statements could be tied together or used to support
an argument or idea.

If, on the other hand, the student read these statements in context and understood how they fit
into an entire passage, the student would be able to answer with confidence that, as strange as
it may seem, one motorcycle racer did indeed need over 200 wooden splinters removed from
his body because racing tracks were once constructed out of unsanded boards. The student
would then be able to compare, contrast, or tie this fact to a fictitious passage where the
derivation of the nickname “hogs” for motorcycles comes up when two students are discussing
how they will get home from school. (Both passages deal with early motorcycles.)
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Unit 21 Nonfiction

A Historic Handshake

When a Frenchman and an Englishman shook hands on December 1, 1990, it was a
historic handshake. Many Frenchmen and Englishmen had shaken hands before, but never
like this. This was because both men were technically in their own countries. France is

on the continent of Europe. England is separated from France by the English Channel, an
arm of the Atlantic Ocean. How could the men shake hands while standing in their own
countries?

The two men were 147 feet (45 m) below the surface of the English Channel. They were
helping to construct the Eurotunnel. The Eurotunnel, nicknamed the Chunnel, is the longest
underwater tunnel in the world. It links England and France. Construction teams from

each country worked on the project, with the combined number of engineers, technicians,
and workers amounting to over 13,000 people. Each team started tunneling from its own
country.

Thirty miles (56 km) of rock had to be cut out from under the sea. There were no existing
machines that could perform this feat, so new devices called Tunnel Boring Machines
(TBMs) were developed. In all, 11 TBMs were built. Each TBM was a massive snakelike
piece of equipment with a head 50 feet (15 m) in diameter that rotated and had hundreds of
cutting edges made of tungsten carbide. Tungsten carbide is one of the strongest materials
known to humans.

The room for a mistake was small, for if either side had been more than 8 feet (2.5 m) out of
line, the two countries would have tunneled past each other. It wasn’t until the final inches
of rock had been bored through that engineers were sure of their success.
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Unit 21 Questions

Show What You Know ot

6. Look at the map to the right. Use information from
“A Historic Handshake” to name each labeled spot
on the map. Write the name of the country or body
of water on the lines below.

Dublin

A.

Madrid
*

B
C.
D

7. Jot down a quick note or two below each journal date to remind yourself what the
entry was about.

December 5, 1987 February 19, 1989 September 7, 1994

Write three or more sentences that tell what each story is about.
8. “A Historic Handshake”

9. “Chunnel Journal”

10. Think about a historic moment you would like to have been part of. Write one or
two journal entries where you discuss what led up to the moment, some of the
dangers involved, how you felt, and the moment. (Use a separate piece of paper.)
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