Table of Contents

Introduction. . .......... ... ... ... ... 3
Standards and Benchmarks ........... 4
Predicting. . ........... ... ... ...... 6
Activities for Predicting . ... ............. 7
Chapter-by-Chapter Predictions. . . ... .. 8
Summarizing Predictions. .. .......... 9
Processing Predictions .............. 10
ContextClues ....................... 11
Activities for Context Clues . . ... ......... 12
Falling with Context Clues. .. ......... 13
ContextClueCards . ................ 14
“What's the Context?” Cards . . ........ 15
Inferencing. ........... ... ... . ... .. 17
Activities for Inferencing . . . ............. 18
Making Inferences One Step at a Time. . 19
Who, What, and Where Inferences . .. .. 20
“What Is Kevin Doing?” Cards . . ....... 21
Visualizing .. ........................ 24
Activities for Visualizing. . ............... 25
WhatDoYou See?.................. 26
Imaginative Mind Pictures . . .......... 27
Use Your Imagination. . . ............. 29
Making Connections. ... .............. 31
Activities for Making Connections . . ... ... 32
Connecting to Characters . . .......... 33
Making Connections Booklet. . ........ 34
Thoughtful Connections Bookmark. . . . . 36
Summarizing .. ............ ... ..., 37
Activities for Summarizing . ............. 38
Soaring with Summaries............. 39
Accordion Summaries. .. ............ 40
Question Summaries. ............... 41
Sequencing .............. ... ........ 44
Activities for Sequencing ... ............ 45
ACrazyWeekend . ................. 46
Game Board Sequencing .. .......... 48
Sequencing Caterpillar . ............. 50

#2981 Reading Comprehension Activities

Retelling.............. ... ... ...... 52
Activities for Retelling . . ................ 53
Retelling, from Start to Finish ......... 54
Chilly Retellings. . .................. 56
ChartaStory...................... 58
Discovering the Mainldea . .. .......... 59
Activities for Discovering the Main Idea. . . .60
Story Support ... 61
Main Idea Flower. .................. 62
ElephantSort. . ......... ... ... .. ... 63
Understanding Characterization . . . . . . .. 65
Activities for Understanding
Characterization . .................. 66
Character Feelings . ................ 67
CharacterTraitCards. . . ............. 68
CharacterCollage . . ................ 71
Describing the Setting .. .............. 72
Activities for Describing the Setting . . . . . .. 73
SettingltUp........... ... ... .... 74
Sort Outthe Setting. ................ 75
SettheScene ............. ... ..... 77

Finding the Problem and the Solution . . .78
Activities for Finding the Problem and

the Solution . ...................... 79
What's the Problem? ... ............. 80
Problem and Solution Comic Strip .. ... 81
Problem and Solution Storyboard . . . . .. 83
Recognizing Cause and Effect ......... 84
Activities for Recognizing Cause
and Effect . ......... ... ... . ... ... 85
What Caused the Effect?. ............ 86
Cause and Effect Matchup Cards . . . . .. 87
Cause and Effect Flap Booklet . ... .. .. 89
Comparing and Contrasting ........... 90
Activities for Comparing and Contrasting . .91
Desert and Tundra Biomes ... ........ 92
Character Comparisons ............. 94
Alike and Different . . . ............... 95
AnswerKey ......... ... ... ... 96

©Teacher Created Resources



Finding the Problem
and the Solution

This section focuses on a fundamental skill—finding the
problem and the solution. The graphic organizers and
comic strip craft can be reproduced and used many times
with different texts. Students will be able to identify many
problems and solutions using these various activities.

Suggested Books for Teaching Problem and Solution

Avi. The Fighting Ground. New York: HarperCollins, 1984.
At 13 years old, Jonathan is leaving to fight in the Revolutionary War. Little does he know,
the real battle is within himself.

Cleary, Beverly. Beezus and Ramona. New York: HarperCollins, 1955.
Ramona is causing trouble, and her older sister, Beezus, is doing her best to stop her.

. Muggie Maggie. New York: HarperCollins, 1990.

Maggie has decided to resist learning cursive. When asked how long it will take her to
learn it, she says, “Maybe forever.” Now she has to face the consequences of her defiant
behavior.

Clements, Andrew. Lunch Money. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2005.
Greg, a sixth-grader, is hoping to make some extra money by selling comic books—that is,
if his nemesis, Maura, doesn’t get in his way.

Davies, Jacqueline. The Lemonade War. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2007.
Evan discovers that he and his younger sister, Jessie, will be in the same class for fourth
grade. This leads to a lemonade-stand battle to see who can earn $100.00 first.
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Activities for Finding the
Problem and the Solution
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What's the Problem?

Copy What's the Problem? (page 80), one per
student. Have students read a book and then
answer the questions about the main problem in
the story. This activity can be used many times
throughout the year with a variety of texts.
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Problem and Solution Comic Strip

Copy Problem and Solution Comic Strip (pages 81-82) for each student. Make additional

copies as needed. Have students begin reading a book, describing the problems and solutions

as they develop in the story. Next, have students draw a picture for each problem and solution.

Then have students cut out the comic strip pieces and glue them together in order. These

comic strips can be displayed on a bulletin board titled "Problem and Solution Comic Strips.”
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Problem and Solution Storyboard

Copy Problem and Solution Storyboard (page 83),
one per student. Using page 83 and a piece of
12" x 18" construction paper, students will create
their own problem and solution storyboards.
Students will begin by reading a book. Then they
will write three problems and three solutions on
the storyboard cards. Next, students will draw
pictures for each problem and solution. After each
storyboard card has been completed, students
will cut out the cards and glue the problems and
solutions in order onto the piece of construction
paper. These storyboards can be decorated and
displayed on a bulletin board titled “A Problem in
Every Story.”
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