
Table of Contents
Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Sample Lesson Plan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Before Reading the Book . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
About the Author . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Book Summary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Vocabulary Lists . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
Vocabulary Activities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

Section 1 (Chapters 1–5) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
• Quiz Time
• Hands-on Project:  Dog Decoupage and Facts
• Cooperative Learning Activity:  Group Story
• Curriculum Connections:  Life Skills—Grocery Store Adventures
• Into Your Life:  Description

Section 2 (Chapters 6–10) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15
• Quiz Time 
• Hands-on Project:  Your Own Storybook
• Cooperative Learning Activity:  Library Adventure
• Curriculum Connections:  Geography—All About Florida
• Into Your Life:  Understanding Prejudice

Section 3 (Chapters 11–15) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20
• Quiz Time 
• Hands-on Project:  Bottle Tree
• Cooperative Learning Activity:  Similes and Metaphors
• Curriculum Connections:  History—The Civil War
• Into Your Life:  Understanding Disabilities

Section 4 (Chapters 16–20) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25
• Quiz Time
• Hands-on Project:  Making Candy
• Cooperative Learning Activity:  Community Volunteering
• Curriculum Connections:  Science/Math—Thunderstorm!
• Into Your Life:  Life Is Like a Littmus Lozenge

Section 5 (Chapters 21–26) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30
• Quiz Time 
• Hands-on Project:  Luminarias
• Cooperative Learning Activity:  Classmate Interviews
• Curriculum Connections:  Cooking—Egg Salad and Dump Punch
• Into Your Life:  Making Friends

After the Book (Post-reading Activities)
• Any Questions? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35
• Book Report Ideas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36
• Research Ideas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37

Culminating Activities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38
Unit Test Options . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43
Bibliography of Related Reading . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46
Answer Key. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47

#3159 Because of Winn-Dixie 2 ©Teacher Created Resources, Inc.



Section 1:  Chapters 1–5 Because of Winn-Dixie

Grocery Store Adventure
Opal finds Winn-Dixie in a grocery store in Naomi,
Florida.  The dog knocks tomatoes, onions, and green
peppers all over the floor.  Dogs do not belong in grocery
stores, but people do.  People have been going to grocery
stores and markets for centuries in order to buy food and
other needed items.  This activity, which gives students
practice with grocery shopping, may be completed as a
field trip or as homework.  

Materials
• pen or pencil for each group

• copy of the form below for each group

Directions
Separate students into groups of three.  Explain that you will be taking a field trip to the local grocery
store.  Each student is to pretend to have one dollar to spend on groceries.  Students will be working in
small groups to fill out the form below.  To culminate the activity, lead a discussion in which students
compare their findings about what they can and cannot purchase with a dollar.

Grocery Store Questions

1. Write the cost per pound of bananas.  How many bananas can you buy for a dollar?____________

_______________________________________________________________________________

2. Write the cost of the most expensive loaf of bread you can find.  Write down the cost of the least
expensive loaf.  Can you buy a loaf of bread for a dollar? _________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

3. Write the cost per pound of brown onions.  How many brown onions can you buy for a dollar?

_______________________________________________________________________________

4. Write the cost of the most expensive and least expensive cans of dog food you can find.  Which
food would your group feed a dog, and why?___________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

5. If Opal had a dollar, what kind of a toy could she afford to buy Winn-Dixie in this grocery store?

_______________________________________________________________________________

6. Write the cost of a carton of eggs (choose a brand).  How much would a single egg cost?

_______________________________________________________________________________

7. List ten items in the grocery store that cost about one dollar each. __________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
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Section 3:  Chapters 11–15 Because of Winn-Dixie

Bottle Tree
Gloria Dump surprises Opal by showing her a bottle tree.  Gloria’s tree is full of whiskey and beer
bottles—“the ghosts of all the things I done wrong,” she says.  You and your classmates can make a
bottle tree symbolizing all the things your class has done right.

Materials
• lined paper, one sheet per student

• a schoolyard tree, potted tree, or sturdy branch

• yarn

• scissors

• small plastic bottles with labels removed

Directions
Ask students to bring a small plastic bottle from home.
Then ask each student to write down one good thing he or
she has accomplished this year on a piece of paper.  You
may or may not ask students to stand up in class and share
these good deeds.  Students then roll up their papers and
place them inside their bottles.  Assist them in tying the
bottles onto the tree or branch with lengths of yarn.

Discuss the reasons why Gloria Dump created her bottle
tree.  Do students feel that this is a good way to remember
the bad things that someone once did so that they won’t
repeat them?  How does the class feel about its more
positive bottle tree?  You may choose to leave an indoor
tree or branch in one corner of the classroom as a reminder
of the students’ accomplishments.
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I have learned long division.

I know how to play the flute.

I earned a new belt in karate.
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