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Dancing Raisins

What causes raisins to rise and fall in a glass of

soda?

Question



Dancing Raisins

Materials

• a dozen raisins

• a clear plastic water container

• a one-liter bottle of soda water

What to Do

1. Fill your plastic water container with soda
water.

2. Add the raisins one at a time to the soda
water until all 12 are in the container.
Watch as the raisins “dance” from the
bottom to the top over and over again.

3. What is causing this to happen?

Why It Works

Soda water is carbonated with carbon
dioxide gas, thus producing tiny bubbles
when the cap of the bottle is removed.
When you add raisins to the water, the
carbon dioxide molecules fix themselves to
the raisins’ surfaces.  This “focusing” of
carbon dioxide molecules results in more
buoyant raisins, allowing them to rise to
the surface.  Once the raisins reach the
surface of the soda, the carbon dioxide
gas is released, and they fall to the bottom
of the container, where they repeat the
process again.
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