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Readers’ Theater Notes
Readers’ Theater is drama without costumes, props, stage, or memorization.  It can be done in the
classroom by groups of students who become the cast of the dramatic reading.

Staging
Place four stools, chairs, or desks in a semicircle at the front of the classroom or in a separate stage
area.  Generally no costumes are used in this type of dramatization, but students dressed in similar
clothing or colors can add a nice effect.  Simple props can be used but are not required.

Script
Each member of the group should have a clearly marked script.
Performers should practice several times before presenting the play to
the class.

Performing
Performers should enter the classroom quietly and seriously.  They
should sit silently without moving and wait with heads lowered.  The
first reader should begin, and the other readers should focus on
whoever is reading, except when they are performing.

Assignment
Read the Readers’ Theater Script (pages 57 and 58) about the Starving
Time in Jamestown.  Work within the group to prepare for the
performance.

Extension
Write your own Readers’ Theater script based on one of the events listed below or another topic related
to the colonial period.  Practice your script with a group of classmates, and then perform it for the rest
of the class.

• A slave makes the Middle Passage across the Atlantic.

• Roger Williams flees to Rhode Island.

• A witch is tried at the Salem witch trials.

• King Philip decides to attack Massachusetts settlers.

• Anne Hutchinson is banished from Massachusetts.

• The first slaves arrive in Jamestown.

• An English fleet captures New Amsterdam.

• The first Thanksgiving is held in Plymouth.

• William Penn establishes Philadelphia.

#3213 Colonial America 56 ©Teacher Created Resources, Inc.



Colonial Games and Sports
Choose one of the games or sports listed below to play during your next physical education or recess
period.

Rolling Hoops
Round metal hoops used to surround wooden barrels, and the rims of wagon wheels were often used for
races.  You can use hula-hoops for the same purpose.  Choose a starting line, and race a friend while
rolling your hoop.  These can be one-on-one races or races with many contestants.

Quoits
All you need are some rings about the diameter of a plate and some stakes.  You can use croquet stakes,
pieces of doweling, or even paper towel tubes stuck in the ground for the stakes.  The rings could be
cutout paper plates, bands of tagboard made into a circle and stapled, or similar objects.  The object of
the game is to successfully throw a ring over the stake.  Start at a distance of four feet from the stake
and keep lengthening the distance to see how well you can do.  This game works well with two to four
players.

Walking on Stilts
Walking on stilts was popular in colonial times and in most periods until recent times.  Colonial
children used whatever pieces of wood they could find.  You can make a modified pair of stilts by using
large soup or fruit drink cans or even full toilet paper rolls.  Use masking tape or duct tape to attach the
stilts to your shoes.  Use two, long, sturdy poles to help you keep your balance.

Marbles
Marbles have been popular since colonial times.  Draw a circle in the
dirt or on the pavement about the size of a hula-hoop.   Place one
marble inside the circle.  Take turns trying to hit that marble by rolling
a marble from outside the circle.  If you miss, your marble stays in the
circle.  The person who hits the center marble wins all the marbles left
in the circle.

Familiar Games
Hopscotch was called “Scotch-hoppers” in colonial times, but the rules were about the same as they are
today.  Back then children would have marked their playing area in the dirt.  Children played both chess
and checkers.  They also played with tops, whistles, kites, dollhouses, and snow sleds.  Tag, foot races,
sack races, and Blind Man’s Bluff were popular, too.
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