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Figurative Language (cont.)

Metaphors
A metaphor is an indirect comparison between two unrelated things, indicating a likeness that exists in
one special way.  A metaphor does not use like or as to make its comparison.  A metaphor states one
thing acts like or appears to be another.

Example: Justin is a pig at the table.  (simile: Justin eats like a pig.)

Use the following to create metaphors.  You may add more than one word.

1. The child’s wagon is _____________________________________

2. The kitten is ____________________________________________

3. The computer is _________________________________________

4. The classroom is ________________________________________

5. The students are ________________________________________

6. The swirling sand is ______________________________________

7. The flood waters are _____________________________________

8. The full moon on the silent beach is _________________________

9. The cries of the gulls are __________________________________

10. The soccer game is ______________________________________

Create metaphors of your own to describe the following:

11. your neighborhood

______________________________________________________

12. a rattlesnake

______________________________________________________

13. your best friend

______________________________________________________

14. sky at dawn

______________________________________________________

15. a motorcycle

______________________________________________________
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Assessment:  Revise and Edit a
Paragraph

To revise and edit the paragraph, do the following:

♦ Put the topic sentence, supporting details, and conclusion in order.

♦ Use transition words.

♦ Add and remove details.

♦ Vary sentence structure.

♦ Correct fragments and run-on sentences.

♦ Improve word choice.

♦ Use figurative language.

Work on the paragraph on this page, and then write your final copy on the next page.

My Terrible, Horrible, Awful Day

The next thing I knew, I was on the floor beside the bed.  My mother changed the

sheets on my bed yesterday.  I had to leave without it.  When I went downstairs to the

kitchen to eat breakfast.  It was obvious that this day was not going to go well.  I

discovered there was no cereal there was no milk.  I searched and searched and

could not find my school backpack.  I did find some stale rolls left over from the day

before.  The day was bad from the very beginning.  They are blue with clouds on

them.  After such a beginning.  As I woke up, I rolled over in bed.  It was time to head

for school.  As soon as I was ready to get dressed.  I went to my closet.  My favorite

shirt was not there.  I could not even have toast.  There wasn’t any bread.  I ate two

of the rolls.  It was getting late.  It would be impossible for me to function at school

without my backpack.


