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Examples of Strategies
Drawing a Diagram

Drawing a diagram or picture can help you “see” a problem more clearly. Diagrams and pictures help
you keep track of information in problems that take more than one step to solve. When drawing one,
make sure all elements of the problem are included.

Example 1

What’s the Problem? Work It Out

Three classmates were standing in a line.
Sabrina is in between Charlie and Chelsea.
Chelsea is first.

What is the order of the classmates?

Write About It

To solve the problem, a student might draw a picture of the classmates, using the order given in
the problem. The student would then answer the question by recording the order of the classmates.

Drawing a diagram or picture can help show directions.

Example 2
What’s the Problem? Work It Out
Fido wanted to bury his favorite dog bone
in a safe spot. He left his doghouse and @%
walked 4 feet east, 3 feet north, 2 feet west, \S

and 1 foot south. B
ong

How many feet did Fido walk?
Dqghou

€

Each square = 1 foot

Write About It

To solve the problem, a student might draw a grid, where each square equals 1 foot. The student
would then follow Fido’s route and calculate the number of feet walked to answer the question.
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Drawing a Diagram Skills/Topics: map skills, logical thinking

What's the Problem?

SOSG drew a mop O'F H\e SCI‘\OOI. A drqwing or diqgrqm

* The kindergori‘en classroom is north of the office. can help you “see” the

prob|em more c|eor|y.

* The P|cy3round is east of the kinderscrfen classroom.

You can use simp|e

The lunchroom is south of the office. pictures or symbols.

Di d pict
The bus zone is west of the office. egrams and pietires

he||o you |<ee|o track of
The Primary classrooms are east of the office. information in problems

that take more than one

The upper—gr‘ode CIOSSI‘OOTT\S are nor‘H‘- O‘F +|'1€
s’rep to solve.

bUS zone.

What does Scse’s map look like? Draw it below.

Work It Out

Write About It
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Geometry: using directional words

What's the Problem?
Where is each item located?

. The |omp is

2. Thecatis

3. The dog is

Y. The table is

WRITE
ABOUT IT

the sofa.
the sofa.
the sofa.

the sofa.

Work It Out

What's the Problem?

Draw the picfure described below.

* Draw a tree.

® DI"GW an app|e uncler +he tree.

* Draw a bird in the tree.

Draw a sun above the tree.

* Drawa swing next to the tree.

WRITE
ABOUT IT

Work It Out
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