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Warm-Up
Fluency

When you write, you do not want all of your sentences to be the same.  You want to have 
a variety of long and short ones.  This helps your writing flow, and it keeps your writing 
interesting.  One way to combine two sentences into one is shown below.

Erik is a climber.  He reached the top of Mount Everest.

Erik, a climber, reached the top of Mount Everest.

Activity:  Combine the two sentences into one long one in the  
same way as the example above.  Be sure to include commas.

	 1.	Erik was born with a rare eye disease.  He was completely blind by the age of 13.

		  �

	 2.	Erik was a determined person.  He challenged the ideas of what a blind person can and 
cannot do.

		  �

	 3.	Erik was unable to see.  He could hear the difference between good and bad ice when he hit it 
with his ax.

		  �

Activity:  Now it is your turn.  Write three sets of sentences about real events.  Each set should 
have two short sentences that are then made into one long one like the examples above.

	 1.	�

		  �

		  �

	 2.	�

		  �

		  �

	 3.	�

		  �

		  �

The Top of Everest59
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Warm-Up
Fluency

Imagine that you are a reporter.  You are telling the story of Erik Weihenmayer, the blind 
climber who reached the top of Mount Everest.

Activity:  Write down what you will say.  Vary your sentences by having long and 
short ones.  This will make the news easier to listen to.  It also helps people pay attention.  Use 
descriptive words that excite the reader, too.  Then say your newscast out loud.  Did the different 
kinds of sentences help it flow?

	 Event Facts
	 •	 May 25, 2001, Erik Weihenmayer reaches top of Everest
	 •	 world’s highest mountain in the Himalayas
	 •	 brutal, cold, savage winds
	 •	 not enough air at top to survive for long
	 •	 listened to bells on other climbers
	 •	 would listen to “thunk” of his ax on ice—could tell good ice from bad ice
	 •	 can hear the sound of open space compared to closed space due to sound vibrations
	 •	 said about drop-offs—“It’s an overwhelming and pretty scary sound.”

Good morning listeners.  This is �

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Climbing News
60
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Prompt 5 Prompt 6

Prompt 7 Prompt 8

Describe four things that 
you like about yourself 
or that you can do well.  
Give some details.  Why 
did you choose these 
things, and/or how did 
you learn to do them?

The hair on the back of 
Paula’s neck seemed to 
stand up when . . .

Would you rather be 
captain of a submarine 
or a boat?  Explain why.  
Tell where you might take 
your crew if you could 
take them anywhere you 
wanted.

“Get out of the way!” 
cried Sam, “It’s coming 
right for us!” . . .


