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Warm-Up 

Check Your Understanding

/4

Name ______________________________________________ 

 1. Who is Pele?
 a . a coach c . a Brazilian team
 b . an average soccer player d . one of the greatest soccer players

 2. When was the first women’s World Cup?
 a . 1928 c . 1930
 b . 1997 d . 1991

 3. Which of the following is the best topic sentence?
 a . paragraph one, first sentence c . paragraph three, first sentence
 b . paragraph two, first sentence d . paragraph one, last sentence

 4. From the context of the passage, which is the best antonym for victories?
 a . wins
 b . happiness
 c . results
 d . defeats

The World Cup is one of the biggest sporting 
events in the world .  This great soccer 
championship features players from thirty-two 
nations .  Each nation wants to win the cup by 
becoming the number one soccer team .  The 
World Cup is a worldwide contest that takes 
place only once every four years .  However, it 
holds the attention of much of the planet when 
the games begin .  The World Cup was created 
in 1928, and the first World Cup games were 
held in Uruguay in 1930 .  It was an all-male 
contest at the time .  The first women’s World 
Cup was held in China in 1991 .  

Soccer is not quite as popular in the United 
States as basketball, football, or baseball .  
However, it still has millions of followers .  
People all over the world often get up in the 
middle of the night or skip work to watch their 

nation’s team compete .  More than five billion 
people watch the final match on television .  
That is most of the people living on the planet .  
During the contests leading up to the final 
game, people in the winning nations often 
hold street parties to celebrate their teams’ 
victories .  

Some countries seem to be the best in the 
game for a period of time .  When Pele played 
for Brazil in 1970, his team won the World 
Cup .  Brazil’s team is considered one of the 
greatest .  Pele is regarded as the best soccer 
player by many fans .  Brazil has won a total 
of five World Cups, far more than any other 
nation .

  

Interesting Places and Events
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#5036 Daily Warm-Ups: Nonfiction Reading 56 ©Teacher Created Resources

Warm-Up 

Check Your Understanding

/4

Name ______________________________________________ 

 1. What is the name of the chemical compound that codes genetic information in genes?
 a . RNA c . DNA
 b . quagga d . all of the above

 2. Which animal is the quagga most closely related to?
 a . horse c . camel
 b . zebra d . both b and c

 3. What is the main idea of the passage?
 a . The quagga has been extinct for over one hundred years .
 b . The horse is related to the quagga .
 c . Scientists are trying to recreate the quagga by breeding closely related zebras .
 d . The zebra is related to the quagga .

 4. Which of the following pieces of information is least relevant to the passage?
 a . Quaggas became extinct in recent times .
 b . The quagga is closely related to the zebra and the horse .
 c . A movie was made about bringing back extinct species .
 d . DNA is a chemical compound that codes genetic information .

The quagga went extinct in 1887 when the 
last surviving member of the species died in a 
zoo .  An animal is extinct if all the members 
of the species are dead .  The quagga was an 
animal similar to a horse .  It was native to the 
plains of South Africa .  It looked like a cross 
between a horse and a zebra .  The front of the 
animal was striped like a zebra .  The rear was 
brown like a horse .

In the 1980s, scientists studied strands of 
DNA from a piece of quagga skin found in 
a museum .  (DNA is a chemical found in 
each living thing .  It is different and special 
for each species .)  They discovered that the 
quagga was so closely related to the zebra that 
both species were from the same family line .  
They could tell that both species probably 

developed from a common animal that lived 
before they existed .  These scientists believed 
that all of the genes that were a part of the 
quagga’s DNA exist in the living cells of wild 
zebras that still roam the African plains .

These scientists started a program to bring 
back the quagga by selecting zebras with 
fewer stripes on the rear of their bodies to 
mate .  They hope to eventually discover one 
or more of these baby zebras whose DNA 
matches what they found in the quagga skin .  
If this experiment works, it will be the first 
species ever brought back to life .

Scientifically Speaking

 16 The Extinct Quagga
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 1. Which of these was not a problem faced by the voyagers on the Mayflower?
 a . The food was very salty and often spoiled . c . They didn’t have much fresh water .
 b . The rats and insects got into their food . d . They didn’t have spices to season  

  their food .

 2. Where might the passengers have found fresh water?
 a . in barrels on the ship c . from the Atlantic Ocean
 b . from rain falling on the ship during storms d . in a refrigerator

 3. What is the main idea of the passage?
 a . The Mayflower passengers had a good trip to the new world .
 b . The food on the Mayflower was not very pleasant to eat, but there was enough to survive on .
 c . The Mayflower was a pleasure cruise for rich travelers .
 d . There were 102 passengers .

 4. From the context of the passage, what can you infer about the children on the Mayflower?
 a . They made many sacrifices during the voyage .
 b . They were spoiled by their parents .
 c . They were better fed than adults .
 d . They were treated to tasty foods .

On September 6, 1620, a group of 102 
passengers, including the Pilgrims and a 
few other families, set out from England to 
cross the Atlantic Ocean .  They sailed on a 
crowded wooden ship called the Mayflower .  
The voyage took sixty-six days to reach the 
shore of what is now Massachusetts .  The 
passengers slept and ate while crowded 
together in the main cabin .  They rarely 
washed their hands and never bathed or 
changed their clothes .  Their hair and clothes 
were covered with lice, fleas, and roaches .  
They also brought along farm animals, which 
added to the smell and filth of the voyage .

The travelers ate moldy green cheese, dried 
peas, salty beef, and dried fish .  They fought 
to keep the mice and rats on the ship away 

from these foods .  They sucked on rock-hard 
biscuits to make them soft enough to swallow .  
The biscuits often had tunnels in them made 
by maggots .  The voyagers also ate dried 
vegetables, such as turnips, parsnips, onions, 
and cabbages .  One of their favorite foods was 
dried ox tongue .  

The travelers used some spices, such as 
ginger and cloves, to cover up the taste of 
spoiled food .  To overcome the salty taste, 
they drank beer, wine, and ale .  Even the 
children drank these!  Clean, fresh water was 
seldom available .  On a few rare occasions, 
passengers were able to use fireboxes to make 
soup, dumplings, and oatmeal .  Life aboard 
the Mayflower was no “picnic,” but all hoped 
for a better life in the new world .

From the Past

 8 Food on the Mayflower
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 1. What is the meaning of the term hibernates, when referring to hair?
 a . Hair goes through several colors .
 b . Hair sleeps every night .
 c . Hair grows in cycles and then enters a resting phase .
 d . Hair falls out and leaves you bald .

 2. How often are eyelashes replaced?
 a . every ten weeks c . every six months
 b . every three to five years d . every three months

 3. What is the author’s purpose in writing the passage?
 a . to encourage you to care for your hair c . to inform the reader
 b . to entertain the reader d . to change your mind

 4. What can you infer about your own hair from the passage?
 a . Some of the hair follicles are in a resting phase right now .
 b . Hair grows at different rates in different parts of the body .
 c . Red hair grows faster than black hair .
 d . both a and b

The hair on your head, arms, and any other 
place on your body is dead protein pushed 
through the skin by hair follicles .  There are 
about five million hair follicles throughout 
the human body .  You have approximately 
120,000 follicles on your head .  You have 
about 108,000 hairs on your head at any one 
time .  If your hair averages two inches in 
length, you have 18,000 feet of hair on your 
head .  If the hair on your head averages five 
inches long, you have about 45,000 feet of 
hair on your head .  The average hair on your 
head grows about half an inch a month, and it 
grows fastest in the morning .  You lose about 
seventy hairs a day .  Your body will produce 
about one hundred feet of dead protein in a 
day and seven miles of hair in a year .

Hair hibernates .  It grows in cycles .  On 
the scalp, each hair grows continuously for 
three to five years and then enters a resting 
phase of about three months or so .  The hair 
is shed but not replaced immediately .  After 
another resting phase of several months, 
the follicle produces a new hair .  You don’t 
have to worry too much though .  About 90 
percent of the scalp is in the growing phase at 
all times .  Eyebrow hairs stay short because 
their growing phase only lasts ten weeks .  
Eyelashes are replaced about every three 
months .  You will grow about six hundred 
complete eyelashes in a lifetime .  So brush 
your hair and enjoy it!

Did You Know?

 6 Your Hair Is Dead
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 1. How did Steve Jobs name his computer company?
 a . after his favorite apple c . after his best friend
 b . after a memory of a happy summer job in Oregon d . in honor of his mother

 2. From the context of the passage, what is a gadget?
 a . something mechanical created to do a job c . a computer expert
 b . a kind of computer d . a college class

 3. Which happened second in Jobs’s life?
 a . He met Woz, and they became friends . c . He invented the Apple II .
 b . He worked one summer for Atari . d . He made spy movies at home .

 4. Which of the following facts is not relevant to the career of Steve Jobs?
 a . He built the Apple I Computer in a box .
 b . They introduced the Apple II in 1977 .
 c . Steve Jobs was sent to Germany by Atari to solve a problem .
 d . As a kid, Steve Jobs had to have his stomach pumped at the hospital .

Steve Jobs had a lot of imagination and 
curiosity as a child .  He enjoyed making 
spy movies at home with his friends in the 
neighborhood .  His curiosity led him to do 
dangerous things, like stick a metal hairpin 
into an electric socket .  (He was badly 
burned!)  He also drank ant poison and had to 
have his stomach pumped at the hospital .  He 
was not very well behaved in school and often 
wasted time .  He was interested in anything 
scientific .  He worked on inventions, took 
apart machines to see how they worked, and 
combined chemicals .

Jobs had few friends and didn’t like school 
until he met Steve “The Woz” Wozniak .  They 
met in high school .  Woz was a whiz with 
electronics and was always inventing new 
gadgets .  Jobs and Woz spent a lot of time 
building gadgets .  Jobs even called the owner 
of a computer company to get some free parts .  

What he got was a good summer job building 
computers .

After a short stint at college and a job working 
with Atari®, Jobs and Woz created their 
own business .  They worked out of Jobs’s 
family garage .  They named the company 
after a happy summer Jobs had spent picking 
apples in Oregon .  They called it Apple 
Computers® .  They created the Apple I 
Computer®, which was a success .  They soon 
created a better version, the Apple II®, which 
was also successful .  By the time he was 
twenty-five, Jobs was already worth over 250 
million dollars .  He would go on to make the 
Macintosh® .  He would continue to develop 
computers and the products that use them, 
such as the iPod® and iPhone® .  Steve Jobs is 
considered one of the most inventive people 
in the world .  He is also a very successful 
businessman .  

Fascinating People

 19 Steve Jobs


