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Standards

Standard 5:  Uses the general skills and strategies of the reading process
Level III (Grades 6–8)

	 1.	 Establishes and adjusts purposes for reading	 Pages:  8–127
	 2.	 Uses word origins and derivations to understand word meaning	 Pages:  20–22; 56–72; 75–77; 
			   82–97; 101–107; 116–127
	 3.	 Uses a variety of strategies to extend reading vocabulary	 Pages:  20–22; 56–72; 75–77; 
			   82–97; 101–107; 116–127
	 4.	 Uses specific strategies to clear up confusing parts of a text	 Pages:  37–39; 50–54; 60–67; 
			   90–97; 108–111; 116–119
	 5.	 Understands specific devices an author uses to accomplish his or	 Pages:  23–26; 50–54; 56–59; 
		  her purpose	 78–81; 94–100; 112–116; 116–123
	 6.	 Reflects on what has been learned after reading and formulates	 Pages:  8–127
		  ideas, opinions, and personal responses to texts

Level IV (Grades 9–12)  

	 1.	 Uses context to understand figurative, idiomatic, and technical	 Pages:  20–22; 56–63; 75–81; 
		  meanings of terms	 86–89; 94–97; 116–119
	 2.	 Extends general and specialized reading vocabulary	 Pages:  20–22; 56–67; 75–77; 
			   82–97; 101–107; 116–127
	 3.	 Uses a range of automatic monitoring and self-correction methods	 Pages:  37–39; 90–93; 101–104; 
			   108–111; 116–119
	 4.	 Understands writing techniques used to influence the reader and 	 Pages:  23–26; 50–54; 56–59; 
		  accomplish an author’s purpose	 64–67; 72–74; 78–81; 94–100; 
			   108–116; 120–123
	 5.	 Understands influences on a reader’s response to a text	 Pages:  50–54; 72–74; 78–81; 
			   86–89; 94–100; 108–127
	 6.	 Understands the philosophical assumptions and basic beliefs 	 Pages:  50–54; 72–74; 78–81; 
		  underlying an author’s work	 86–89; 98–100; 112–116; 120–127

Standard 6:  Uses reading skills and strategies to understand and interpret a variety of literary 
texts
Level III (Grades 6-8) 

	 1.	 Uses reading skills and strategies to understand a variety of literary 	 Pages:  37–39; 50–54; 66–71; 
		  passages and texts	 86–93; 101–107; 116–119
	 2.	 Knows the defining characteristics of a variety of literary forms and genres	 Pages:  37–39; 50–54; 66–71; 
			   86–93; 101–107; 116–119
	 3.	 Understands complex elements of plot development	 Pages:  50–54; 68–71; 86–93; 
			   101–107; 116–119
	 4.	 Understands elements of character development	 Pages:  50–54; 86–93; 
			   101–107; 116–119
	 5.	 Understands the use of specific literary devices	 Pages:  50–54
	 6.	 Understands the use of language in literary works to convey mood,	 Pages:  50–54; 64–67; 90–93; 
		  images, and meaning	 116–119
	 7.	 Understands the effects of an author’s style	 Pages:  50–54, 64–67
	 8.	 Understands point of view in a literary text	 Pages:  50–54; 116–119
	 9.	 Understands inferred and recurring themes in literary works	 Pages:  50–54; 116–119
	10.	 Makes connections between the motives of characters or the causes	 Pages:  50–54; 116–119
		  for complex events in texts and those in his or her own life
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Standards

Level IV (Grades 9–12) 

	 1.	 Uses reading skills and strategies to understand a variety of literary texts	 Pages:  37–39; 50–54; 64–71;
			   86–93; 101–107; 116–119
	 2.	 Knows the defining characteristics of a variety of literary forms and genres	 Pages:  37–39; 50–54; 64–71;
			   86–93; 101–107; 116–119
	 3.	 Analyzes the use of complex elements of plot in specific literary works	 Pages:  50–54; 86–93; 101–107
	 4.	 Analyzes the simple and complex actions	 Pages:  50–54; 86–93; 101–107
	 5.	 Knows archetypes and symbols	 Pages:  50–54; 116–119
	 6.	 Understands how themes are used across literary works and genres	 Pages:  50–54; 116–119
	 7.	 Understands the effects of author’s style and complex literary devices 	 Pages:  50–54; 64–67
		  and techniques on the overall quality of a work
	 8.	 Understands relationships between literature and its historical period,	 Pages:  50–54; 116–119
		  culture, and society
	 9.	 Makes connections between his or her own life and the characters, 	 Pages:  50–54
		  events, motives, and causes of conflict in texts
	10.	 Uses language and perspectives of literary criticism to evaluate literary works	 Pages:  50–54

Standard 7:  Uses reading skills and strategies to understand and interpret a variety of informational 
texts
Level III (Grades 6-8) 

	 1.	 Uses reading skills and strategies to understand a variety of informational texts	 Pages:  37–44; 50–54; 
			   60–63; 72–85; 94–97; 
			   98–100; 108–111; 120–127
	 2.	 Knows the defining characteristics of a variety of informational texts	 Pages:  40–44; 50–54; 
			   60–63; 72–85; 94–97; 
			   98–100; 108–111; 120–127
	 3.	 Summarizes and paraphrases information in texts	 Pages:  27–44; 50–54; 
			   56–63; 72–85; 94–97; 
			   108–111; 120–127
	 4.	 Uses new information to adjust and extend personal knowledge base	 Pages:  37–44; 50–54; 
			   60–63; 72–85; 94–97; 
			   108–111; 120–127
	 5.	 Draws conclusions and makes inferences based on explicit and implicit 	 Pages:  45–49; 50–54;
		  information in texts	 72–74; 120–127
	 6.	 Differentiates between fact and opinion in informational texts	 Pages:  50–54; 78–81;
			   98–100; 108–111

Level IV (Grades 9–12) 

	 1.	 Uses reading skills and strategies to understand a variety of informational texts	 Pages:  37–44; 50–54; 
			   60–63; 72–85; 94–100; 
			   108–111; 120–127
	 2.	 Knows the defining characteristics of a variety of informational texts	 Pages:  40–44; 50–54; 
			   60–63; 72–85; 94–100; 
			   108–111; 120–127
	 3.	 Summarizes and paraphrases informational texts	 Pages:  27–44; 50–54;
			   56–63; 72–85; 94–100;
			   108–111; 120–127
	 4.	 Uses a variety of criteria to evaluate the clarity and accuracy of information	 Pages:  50–54; 72–74; 
			   98–100; 108–111; 124–127
	 5.	 Uses text features and elements to support inferences and generalizations 	 Pages:  45–49; 50–54;
		  about information	 72–74; 108–111; 120–127
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Understanding Complex  
Sentences

	 	 What?  �
Often you will have no difficulty in understanding the sentences in a text.  But even the most 
experienced reader will sometimes stumble over more complex sentences.

Sentences might be complex . . .

•	 because they are very long.

•	 because they consist of many parts.

•	 because they contain many facts and ideas.

•	 because of a combination of these factors.

	 	 	 How?  �
To understand complex sentences, you need to:

•	 Take your time and read slowly.  Read the difficult 
sentences twice, three times, or as many times as you 
need to.

•	 Read the difficult parts out loud.  This often helps to 
make things clearer.

•	 Work out the essential parts of the sentence.  Work out 
what the subject of the sentence is (i.e., what or whom 
the sentence is about) and the main verb (what that 
person or thing did).

•	 Break up the sentences into smaller chunks of 
meaning.

•	 Identify the main clause (the one that makes sense by 
itself) when there is more than one.

•	 Don’t skip sentences because they look long and 
complicated.

	 	 Why?  �
Complex sentences occur in all kinds of writing.  They are particularly common in information texts and 
in some kinds of newspaper articles.  

While many texts written for school students are written quite simply, you will often have to read texts 
written for an adult audience when you are researching an assignment topic.  These texts will certainly 
include complex sentences.

In Part 2, there are many activities which require you to understand complex sentences in order to 
answer the questions.

Part 1: Key Reading Skills

Unit 8
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These activities will raise your awareness of the skills needed to understand complex sentences.

	 1	 In these sentences underline the main clause—the clause that makes sense by itself.  The clauses have 
been separated with a slash mark (/).  Following are three examples.

Examples:

You can listen to radio / while doing other things.

When an event is actually occurring, / people usually turn on the radio first for information.

Radio is more accessible / because it is easier to find one and turn it on. 

a	 Radio can report on events / as they are happening.

b	 Because radio journalists need very little equipment, / radio can often be first with the news. 

c	 Radio can abandon all its other programs / to concentrate on an important story / and to provide a 
community service.

d	 In wildfire disasters, radio informs people about the location of fires, / as well as running appeals / to 
collect clothing and food for people affected. 

e	 Now that talk radio is so popular, / many radio stations in the country incorporate a  .
call-in segment / to give listeners a chance to have their say.

	 2	 In these sentences underline the noun which is the subject of the verb (in italics).  The following are three 
examples.

Examples:

Theme music usually introduces a news program.

The newscaster reads the introduction and passes the story to a reporter. 

A participant in the event being reported might tell what happened or offer an opinion.

a	 News programs on most major TV channels try to cover news of national and international interest as 
well as local issues.

b	 Some news programs, especially those on commercial channels, can appear to be more interested in 
entertainment than information.

c	 Stories about lost kittens, cute children, or unusual human behavior should not be allowed to dominate 
news programs. 

d	 A good example of the importance of conflict in news stories was a recent item about a student protest.

e	 The competition between television channels to film the best pictures is intense. 

f	 Most news programs, even those whose networks regularly broadcast violent drama series, will not show 
film with victims of accidents, murders, or wars.

Key Reading Skill:  Understanding Complex Sentences	 Unit 8

	 Practice� answers page 131


